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G\ FEAR OF ALLAH /9

C/SIGNS AND REASONS

»JJ\L‘?:AW,LL,&

“Fattaqul Laaha Wa Aslihu Dhaata
Baynikum; Wa Atee’ullaaha Wa Rasoolahu
Inkuntum Mu’mineen.” The last article
touched upon the topic of the Fear of Allah,
and Allah-Willing, this article will continue to
embellish on this topic. It was affirmed that
as Muslims, we should have the residual fear
of our Lord in our hearts and be aware of our
thoughts and actions at all times possible; Allah
states in the Holy Qur’an, “Fattaqul Laaha..”
‘Then fear Allah..” “Wa Aslihu Dhaata
Baynikum;” ‘and set things right among
yourselves;,” “Wa Atee’ullaha Wa Rasoolahu
Inkuntum Mu'mineen.” ‘and obey Allah and
His Messenger, if you believe.” (Al-Anfal) From
this verse, we learn that to believe is the
element — it is the underlying factor to
everything a true Muslim does —and it is not
a mere belief (that the majority tend to have
today) where we simply learn the basics as
though it were a subject and get on with our
lives in whatever way we wish, but a belief on
par with that of the Companions (Sahaba) of
Rasoolullah Sallallaho “‘Alaihi Wasallam, his
followers (Tabi'een/Taba Tabi’een), the Friends
of Allah (Awliya) and the true devotees of
Hazrat Muhammad Mustafa Sallallaho ‘Alaihi
Wasallam. This belief needs to be concrete,
cemented in to our hearts, our minds and our
way of life. Only then is it truly possible for us
to obey Allah, the Almighty and His Beloved
Prophet Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam as has been
commanded to us, and, in turn, only then s it
possible for us to understand what fearing
Allah actually means. Why? Because, by this

I-'atomaﬂ Zelra -Leicester (UK.)

point, we will have some idea of what
actions and what deeds please and
displease our Lord, and the
consequences of doing so. The
~ following subsections aim to cover
but a few of them, Insha-Allah.

In order to ascertain whether what
we are doing is right or wrong, we
must first look at ourselves, what we
do physically. There are seven main
body parts that we should be aware
of and how they show us that there is
a lack of fear in our hearts: 1) the
tongue, when one backbites, talks evil
(lying, spreading rumours etc) and
engages in frivolous gossip, it shows
that there is very little concern with
regards to Allah and His Commands;
2) when the heart is full of hatred,
enmity and jealousy; 3) when one
consumes and puts impermissible
(haram) provisions in to their
stomach; 4) when the ears
(intentionally) listen to impermissible
things; 5) when the eyes wander to
and view impermissible things; 6)
when the hands extend for unlawful
(haram) purposes; 7) when the feet
walk towards unlawful places; and
also, when one performs good deeds
for the sake of showing other people,
and not for the sake of Allah.

Remember! On the Day of
Reckoning, when we shall be
standing in front of our Creator, our
very own body parts will be given a
voice by Allah Az Zawajjal and they
will be crying out what we have forced
them to do; the tongue will say, “O
Allah! This slave of yours would
continuously force me to speak evil,
gossip and backbite” and then it
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would go on to state every thing uttered
from the moment of birth to the time of
death by that person. The ears will say, “O
Allah! This person would continuously
force me to listen to evil” and then the ears
would go on to state everything the person
had listened to (including eavesdropping,
listening to rumours, listening to music
etc) from the moment of birth until the
time of death. The eyes will say, “O Allah!
This person would continuously force me
to view evil” and then the eyes would go
on to state everything they have been
forced to see from the moment of birth
until the time of death; and so on and so
forth, until every single body part has
spoken out. On that Day, there will be no
hiding, there will be no shying away from
our (bad) deeds, and we will indeed be
given what we deserve. From this, we learn
that it is important for us to use our
tongues for what is good: to speak about
Allah Az Zawajjal and His Prophets
‘Alaihimus Salaam, to recite Qur’an,
Ahadith, Duroord Shareef, and to spread
knowledge; likewise, we should do the
same with our eyes and ears; we should
remove any negative feelings that blacken
our hearts, and fill it with love; we should
always be aware of what we consume and
ensure that itis indeed permissible (halal);
we should extend our hands for the
goodness of Islam and we should only
travel to places decreed as lawful by
Islamic Shari’ah (Islamic Law).

N.B. It is important to note that the
body parts will also state the good deeds
we have performed.

Now that we have briefly looked at how
we can personally tell if we are not taking
steps to fearing Allah and how we can
overcome them, let us focus on when we

should be wary of and fear Allah and for
what reasons. As Muslims, we should be
fearful that death claims us before we are
able to repent; we should be afraid of
repenting and then breaking the promise
made to Allah (of not committing that bad
deed); we must fear that we are not
fulfilling our duties and obeying Allah and
His Prophet Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam as
we should; we should be afraid of
hardening our hearts from feelings of
mercy, love, kindness etc.; we should be
afraid of losing consistency (in our
worship); we should be afraid of allowing
our temptations to dominate our lives; we
must fear being beguiled by the glitter of
this world; we must fear that Allah never
show us such a day when we perform
good deeds out of conceit (for other
people); we should be afraid lest we
become arrogant and egotistical because
oﬁ the bgunties Allah has blessed on us;
we should be afraid of being distracted
from (worshipping) Allah by other worldly
creations (i.e. idolatry); we should be afraid
of being led to an evil ending through
excessive bounties; we must fear being
punished in the world for our sins; we
must fear being disgraced at the time of
death; we must fear dying a horrible and
painful death; we must fear the pangs of
death; we must fear the questioning in the
grave; we must fear the Day of
Resurrection; we should be afraid for the
time when we will be standing in front of
our One and Only Creator; we must fear
the moment when we are questioned
about every little detail of our worldly lives;
we must fear Hell, its fires, its chains and
its torments; we must fear being deprived
of Paradise and we must fear being
deprived from seeing the tremendous
visage of Allah Az Zawajjal, our Master and
our Creator.
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As can be noted, the above-mentioned
covers everything that can happen in our
worldly life and the hereafter. There is not
amoment there where we should relax and
forget about Allah and the duties assigned
to us, in turn, failing to fear Allah, the
Almighty. It has been written by Imam
Ghazali Rehmatullahe ‘Alaih that the
jurists (at the time) of Samarkand
(Uzbekistan) stated that the person who
does one good deed should be weary of
four things:

1. The fear of that good deed not being
accepted, for Allah clear states in the
Holy Qur’an, “Allah accepts only from
the God-fearing.” (Al-Maidah)

2. The fear of showing off for having done
that good deed, for Allah states, “And
they were only commanded to worship
Allah, being exclusively one sided”

(Al-Bayyinah)

3. The fear of preserving that good deed
for, “Whoso brings one good, then for him
there are ten like thereof.” (Al-An’am)

4. The fear of being deserted (socially) in
performing good deeds for it is in the
Holy Qur’an, “And my succor is from
Allah only. I relied only upon Him and I
turn towards Him only.” (Al-Hud)

My dear brothers and sisters, if the
above-mentioned are with regards to one
who performs good deeds, imagine then

what a person who commits sins should
be afraid of!

Having read about the fear of Allah, one
may begin to wonder how it is at all
possible to achieve such fear of Allah, on
par with our pious predecessors —it seems
almost impossible, being such average
human beings. But remember! Allah is the
most Merciful, the most Gracious, and

indeed He has created us and is aware that
we are not all alike, hence He has informed
us in the Holy Qur’an, “Fattaqul Laaha
MasTaea’tum..” “Therefore fear Allah as
much as you can..” Furthermore, in the
same verse, Almighty Allah enlightens His
slaves as to how they may go about
achieving this: “Wasma’oo Wa A eee’oo
Wa Anfiqoo Khayral Li Anfusikum;”
"And listen to the commands and obey and
spend in the way of Allah for your own
good;’. What is our own good? It is to attain
the pleasure of Allah Az Zawajjal so that
He may reward us. And what happens if
we continue to do good and stay away
from sin? Allah continues to say, “Wamay
Yooqa Shuhl}\a Nafsihee Fa-Ulaa-Ika
Humul Muflihoon.” ‘And whosoever is
saved against the avarice of his own soul, they
are the people to get prosperity.’(Al-
Taghabun) It is Allah, the Almighty, who
is the One who rewards us, Who graces
us with rank and respect in this world,
and Who removes obstacles from our
course in life so that we may live a
contented life; if we obey him, we shall
surely live the best of lives, and gain the
best of both worlds.

All praises are due to Allah, we praise
Him, we seek His Help, and we supplicate
to Him and ask for His Mercy and His
Forgiveness. May Allah grant us faith, hope
and ultimate fear in Him for He alone will
surely alleviate us from distress, show us
compassion, kindness and mercy. May He
forgive our sins and guide us away from
the temptations and desires of the world
and its belongings; and guide us on to the
righteous path. Aameen. Allahumma
Aameen.Wa Maa ‘Alayna Illal Balaag

References: Qur’anic Translation: Kanzul Iman
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